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Supreme Grandmaster Dionisio A. Cañete

12th Degree Black Belt
Doce Pares Original Multi-Style System

Chairman of the Doce Pares Council of Grand Masters and the 
highest authority on Doce Pares in the World.

Dionisio belongs to the second generation of the famous Martial Art advocates, 
the Cañete brothers of Cebu City, Philippines. He is the youngest son of GM 
Eulogio “Ylong” Cañete, the principal organiser of Doce Pares, who headed the 
organisation since its founding in 1932 until his death in June 1988.

Dionisio began his lessons in the Filipino Art in 1946 at the age of eight from 
his father and brother Iluminado, the eldest of the five children (4 sons and a 
daughter) of Eulogio and Irenea Aventurado.

He studied under GM Felimon “Momoy” Cañete and later with GM Ciriaco 
“Cacoy” Cañete, both brother of his father. He also trained with GM Vicente 
Carin and Maximo Cañete.

In 1950, during the Golden age of Boxing in Cebu, he was attracted to the 
sport and for five years regularly sparred and trained with several good 
amateur and professional boxers at that time.

In 1957, together with his brothers, Diony was introduced to Kodokan Judo.

In 1960, immediately upon his election as one of the officers of Doce Pares, 
rules on the acceptance of students and membership were liberalised. They 
started to promote and develop Arnis to a wholesome spectator’s sporting 
event

In 1969 at the age of 22, he passed the Bar Examinations and became a fully-
fledged Lawyer.

Leadership and talent is not wanting in “Diony.” He was a consistent scholar 
during his student days and was the topnotcher in his classes. He graduated 
valedictorian on the Bachelor of Arts (AB) and Bachelor of Laws (LLB) and at 
age 22, passed the Bar Examinations.

As a Lawyer, he was elected and served as President of the Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines (IBP) Cebu Chapter 1982 – 1985.

In 1972, he was elected member of the Board of Doce Pares and appointed as 
Dean of Instructional Staff of the world renowned organisation.
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In 1974, he wrote the original 5-year Training Curriculum of the Doce Pares “Multi-style” System. 

In the same year, he organised and founded Cebu Eskrima (Arnis) Association; was elected as Charter President, 
where the 14 Eskrima clubs in Cebu and all the top masters were members.

In 1975, he initiated the formation of the Cebu Eskrima (Arnis) Association. All major Arnis clubs in Cebu banded 
together for the first time. In succeeding to organise and band together all the top Arnisadors. Diony, in effect, sort of 
“civilised” the fighting-oriented Masters and curbed them to learn to co-exist for the sake of the Filipino Art.

In the same year, he was invited to the US, and became the first Filipino Eskrima instructor to travel to the US to 
conduct seminar-workshops, which were hosted in Los Angeles by Dan Inosanto and Richard Bustillo both known 
partners of Bruce Lee, and by Grandmaster Fred Bandalan in San Jose, California.

GM Diony was then appointed Commissioner and Executive Officer of the National Arnis Association of the 
Philippines (NARAPHIL) by Gen. Fabian Ver, the President of the organization.

1976 – Formulated and wrote the tournament governing rules of Eskrima competitions which is now in force in 
tournament competitions in more than 30 countries.

In the same year, to complement the rules, designed and fabricated the tournament or sparring gears such as 
headgear, Body protector, Gloves, Arm pad and Thigh pad. These were subsequently registered with the Bureau of 
Patent (Intellectual Property Office).
NOTE: The adoption of the tournament rules virtually ended the era of “death matches” or “Juego todo” fights, the 
bloody “duel” among Eskrimadors.
The tournament rules and the sparring protective gears led to the staging of formal tournament competitions, thus 
evolving Eskrima contests from a “brutal” fight into a popular spectators’ sporting event.

In 1979, he organised the “historic” First National Eskrima Arnis Championship on March 24, 1979 at the Cebu 
Coliseum, Cebu City.

From 1986 to 1991, he was elected as President of the National Arnis Association of the Philippines (NARAPHIL).

On August 4-7, 1987, he organised the First World Eskrima-Arnis Instructors in Cebu City where 17 top masters 
from 7 countries participated.

On October 15, 1988, with Arnulfo “Dong” Cuesta and Fred Bandalan (now both Grandmasters), he organised the 
First USA National Eskrima Kali Arnis Championship in San Jose, California. The event was made more significant as 
it was the first time that the 3 US top Grandmasters at the time appeared together in one function. They were GM 
Ben Largusa, GM Leo Giron and GM Angel Caballes, who all agreed to set aside their differences to meet Diony and 
support the tournament.

On August 11-13, 1989, he organised the First World Eskrima Kali Arnis Championship held at the University of the 
Visayas Gym in Cebu City.

During the Championship on August 11th he organised and founded the World Eskrima Kali Arnis Federation 
(WEKAF) and was elected Charter President. It had original 10 member countries and 75 foreign delegates who 
attended the 1st World Congress.

A non-stock, non-profit corporation, WEKAF is the sole international governing body in the practice, study and 
promotion of the Filipino Martial Arts. It has now 35 member countries. Since 1989, WEKAF has organized and held 
ten (10) World Championships in the Philippines, USA and England.



www.eadocepares.com

In April 2008, in recognition and as tribute to his unparallel efforts to promote the indigenous Filipino martial arts, 
was bestowed, baptized and granted the title “DATU PANAGSULAT” by the indigenous Higaonon Tribe of Mindanao.

Founded and established the Academy of Eskrima Martial Arts, Incorporated in December 2007. The government 
thru Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) on June 26, 2008 approved its Application for 
Registration, becoming the first ever school of Martial Arts in the Philippines.

Was featured in five (5) documentary films
- BBC TV (2 times) 1982 & 2004
- DISCOVERY CHANNEL 2003
- JAPAN TV 2004
- HISTORY TV CHANNEL 2007

Has conducted over 500 seminar-workshops on Eskrima in more than 20 countries.

Wrote 3 books and several manuals on Eskrima Kali Arnis which are now standard reading and reference materials 
about the Filipino Martial Arts.

Diony has pruned down his active participation in various activities related to Arnis. His private gym in Cebu, 
however, remains a popular training place for students and instructors, especially those coming from other countries. 
He sees to it that the visitors are well attended to and are assured of learning what they want to know about the art. 
He still makes himself always available to render service to WEKAF and NARAPHIL.


